The title compound crystallizes with two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit. The crystal structure is stabilized by a network of intermolecular hydrogen bonds, where the hydroxy group of the molecules acts both as donor and acceptor. The H2A···O2B distance is 1.95 Å and the O2A-H2A···O2B angle is about 167°. One oxygen atom (O4) of the dioxolane moiety also functions as hydrogen bond acceptor. The H2B···O4 distance is 1.94 Å and the O2B-H2B···O4 angle is about 170°. In the packing diagram of the cell plot we observe layers of the benzyl moieties localized near the ab-face of the cell.

